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Candidate Comment

On Security And Civility

SCOTT CAMPBELL

Candidate For Vermont House

Early in my career directing the Weatherization Program at a community action agency, we conducted tours for
legislators to show what the program does.

I recall visiting one family very like my own. They were just a little older than us. The husband had contracted
MS and could no longer run his electrician business. The wife was a school teacher and they made do on her
too-low salary alone. The house was unfinished. His electrician truck was on the front lawn for sale.

It hit me that what my program was providing these folks was an increased margin of security. Security for
society increased as well, as we saved at least $2 for every $1 in program costs.

Enhancing security, in fact, should be the unifying vision of public policy. How would that apply to some of the
specific questions we face today?

Raise the minimum wage? Working people have been stuck in neutral for 40 years. More and more rely on
government benefits. I understand the argument that Chittenden County is different and that many NEK
businesses are struggling.

But “no” is not the answer to the insecurity of low wages. We need a solution that works for businesses
statewide — and for low-wage workers — perhaps including different phase-in periods in different regions.

Paid family leave? What’s more important than family security? Why would society not encourage family
members to take time to care for a new baby, sick relative, or dying parent — especially those earning lower
wages? I think it’s vital we establish paid family leave.

Education funding? Schools today provide services that they didn’t just a few years ago. Today’s education
budgets are not comparable to past. It’s fine to seek efficiencies by combining school administrations, but
closing schools cuts the heart from communities. Further, we will need those schools as millennials start
families and we revive rural economies. A narrow focus on school funding is a disservice to public education,
and to the security of the next generation and our future community.

Universal heath care? Our system today is expensive and inefficient. Mental health patients should not be
housed in high-cost hospital rooms for lack of proper facilities. People shouldn’t have to choose between
heating their homes or buying their medications. A serious injury or illness, like my Weatherization client’s,
shouldn’t be a sentence to poverty or bankruptcy. Health care is not optional. We need to continue on the long,
complicated road toward a universal system.

Carbon tax? Economists agree that pricing carbon is the most direct way to address carbon pollution. But it
would not work on a town, county or probably even state basis. Yet that does not mean that climate change is
any less threat to us locally than it is to world civilization.

We face today the certainty that we must adapt to a changing climate and a changing global economy no longer
based on fossil fuels. What should we do about that? I don’t support a state carbon tax or the ESSEX plan, but
business- as-usual is unsustainable. And without appropriate market signals, business will continue as usual. I
support a comprehensive analysis of the options, a robust discussion of alternatives, and taking concrete steps
toward more economic security and sustainability.
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No new taxes? This must be the most often promised, and most abusive, politicians’ phrase. Tax policy needs
constant adjustment to maintain fairness and respond to changing conditions, which might lower one person’s
taxes and raise another’s — and sure looks like a new tax to that person. A no-taxes pledge is at best a fake and
at worst a trap: it trapped Gov. Phil Scott in an untenable position last legislative session. And it leads to cutting
the very services more and more people depend on, thanks to stagnant wages.

I do not propose to increase the cost of state government or the taxes required to support it. But I will fight for
smarter investments, more efficient government, and fairer taxes that reduce the burden on those least able to
afford it.

Policymakers show their underlying vision by what they support. My vision is enhancing security and
opportunity as the path to a thriving community.

On Civility

To me, civility starts with respect and kindness. It does not include pushiness and twisting someone’s words out
of context.

In the 2016 election, the national Republican committee mailed a shameful last-minute postcard slandering me
to St. Johnsbury households (a tactic I wonder if they intend to repeat). Scott Beck said he had nothing to do
with it. But he did repeatedly twist my words in order to misrepresent my views. His column of Sept. 15 started
down that road again.

With that background, perhaps the sharpness of my reply on Sept. 28 is understandable. But I regret the tone, if
not the substance, of my response.

We live in highly charged, hyper- partisan times. The White House and Congress have done much to coarsen
political debate even in our own town. I really have no interest in engaging in that style of combat. I want to
discuss policy visions and how they apply to our problems. I want to prepare for the future. I want to help make
our community, the NEK and rural Vermont economically viable and sustainable for the long term. Let’s get to
work.

Scott Campbell is running as a Democrat for one of the two St. Johnsbury House seats. Joining him in the race
are fellow Democrat Jane Pompeo and Rep. Scott Beck and Brendan Hughes, both Republicans. See them in a
political forum on Tuesday, Oct. 30 at the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum.
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